
Here are my thoughts on summer work: I want it to be meaningful, enjoyable, and
reasonable. Overloading you with tedious assignments to “set the tone” for the class
isn’t my style and doesn’t really benefit you (remember this when we’re writing lots of
essays next year). The only tone I want to set is one of reading texts you find interesting
and maybe exploring some podcasts or television series that cause you to think deeply.
This is especially true after these last few years of learning during a pandemic; we are
all tired and need a break. I feel the assignment will give us all common ground to walk upon
when we return. All summer work is highly recommended to keep your skills fresh and mind
active.

Part 1: Reading

I would like you to read one book. It is called How to Read Literature Like a Professor (Revised
Edition). You may want to purchase your own copy as it will be something you may want to use
during college as well, or want to write in this semester. If not, you can ask our librarian for a
copy or just email me and I will provide you with a .pdf file you can use.

Then, I am providing a list of short stories that we might revisit when we meet in the fall. You
only need to pick one short story to read in this list and the links to them are live. In a
page, all I would like you to do is explain to me how the short story you chose to read relates to
the book, How To Read Literature Like A Professor. I want to see if you could find any of what
Foster was saying, taking place in the short story you chose to read. This will give me an idea of
what skills you are bringing to the class. Also, please explain to me your own opinion of your
reading and writing habits/values. I am a curious teacher, so tell me a little about how you see
reading and literature as a part of your life. Here are the Short Stories to choose from:

1. "A Worn Path" by Eudora Welty
2. “Cathedral” by Raymond Carver

https://mseffie.com/assignments/professor/How%20to%20Read%20Literature%20like%20a%20Professor%202nd.pdf
https://mseffie.com/assignments/professor/How%20to%20Read%20Literature%20like%20a%20Professor%202nd.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1941/02/a-worn-path/376236/
http://www.giuliotortello.it/ebook/cathedral.pdf


3. “Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin
4. “Hills Like White Elephants” by Earnest Hemingway
5. ”A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings” by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Part II: Write a Letter to Me

Read this letter from me to you then write a letter to me that you deliver the first week
of school, or you can email me if you finish before that date. The directions for your letter are in
my letter.

If you need to get in touch with me over the summer, feel free to email me at
joe_ledesma@chino.k12.ca.us, and I’ll be happy to answer any questions. Have a great
summer, and I’ll see you on the first day of your SENIOR year!

All the best!

Mr. Ledesma

https://archive.vcu.edu/english/engweb/webtexts/hour/
https://www.gvsd.org/cms/lib/PA01001045/Centricity/Domain/765/HillsPDFText.pdf
https://www.bolles.org/uploaded/2016-17_Summer_Reading/Upper_School/Sophomore_Summer_Reading/VeryOldMan_Marquez_2016.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1996Na_PeQFIjKXwZLHv7d-XCO_FI5HBo-KLJaQYLGa0/edit

